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The multiple routes to higher education level study Post 16 

Outcomes: 

Helps young  people to: 

 Plan and manage their own futures  

 Understand more about the different pathways to HE 

 

Time needed: 

20 mins: Interview someone you know about who has progressed to higher education via non-

traditional routes (i.e. not through A Levels),  
 
or 
 

      Gather a range of viewpoints, through research, of the comparison between traditional and non-
traditional routes to higher education or look at the stories on Careerpilot about alternative routes 
 

40 - 60 mins: IT session using the Careerpilot website or as a set homework 

Exploring the multiple range of routes to Higher education  

Post  learning - review post 18 plans 

Computer activity 

Instructions for students: 

Introduction: If we accept the idea of the ‘traditional’ route to higher education being: 6th form with 3 A 
levels (or FE college & Level 3 Vocational course) and then a 3-year honours degree, then this lesson 
focuses on alternative routes. 
 

 Use the Qualification Planner to find out more about each of the qualifications that can offer 
entry to higher level study. 

 Look at the Working and Learning section to find out about a work-based route to HE. 

 Look at the 'Choices at 18' section to find out about more about different routes to HE level 
study. 

 Browse the case studies in the Careerpilot ‘Job Sectors’ tab, to find examples of people who 
have entered higher education via non-traditional routes. 
 

Choose case studies from at least 3 students and plot their routes through qualifications, employment 
or training. The Careerpilot stories may also provide some additional examples. 
Make notes to feedback in discussion. Try to identify opportunities for further progression beyond the 
end of the case studies. 

 
Plenary: 
Students feedback their findings in the Plenary. 
Encourage students to question how long the ‘traditional’ model will prevail in the face of higher HE 
fees and the growth of Apprenticeships, Foundation degrees and Access courses 

 
 What are the pros and cons of traditional and non-traditional routes to HE? 

 Which of these individuals did you personally identify with, wholly or partly? 

 What opportunities are there for individuals in the case studies or video stories to progress  
          further in the qualifications framework? 

 Has this lesson affected the way you think about higher education? 
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http://www.careerpilot.org.uk/stories
http://www.careerpilot.org.uk/plan-your-route/progression-planner
http://www.careerpilot.org.uk/information/working-and-learning
http://www.careerpilot.org.uk/info/your-choices-at-18/
http://www.careerpilot.org.uk/jobs/
http://www.careerpilot.org.uk/stories/

